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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 5, 1 1 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

With respect to claim 5, applicant recites the limitation "the self-apparatus" on 
page 34, line 25, however there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , applicant recites the limitation " the self-apparatus " on 
page 37, line 12, however there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation In the 
claim. 

With respect to claim 17, applicant recites the limitation "the self-apparatus" on 
page 40, line 2, however there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
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by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Martorana, U.S. Patent Number 6,876,326 (hereinafter Martorana). 

Regarding claim 1, Martorana teaches a measuring apparatus cooperating with 
a service device for providing position information to a request apparatus requesting a 
position of a search object (see col. 4, lines 44-52, col. 7, lines 54-61 , col. 7, line 66 
through col. 8, line 5, col. 21, line 54 through col. 22, line 21 and Fig .1; where 
reference radios 14,16, 18 and 20 reads on a measuring apparatus cooperating with a 
master radio 12 [i.e. reads on a service device] for providing information to a search 
device [i.e. the reference radios 14,16, 18 and 20 are capable of serving as a search 
device, which reads on a request apparatus] requesting a position of a target device 
[i.e. reads on a search object]), comprising: a unit accepting from the request 
apparatus a search request for searching the position of the search object (see col. 8, 
line 40 through col. 9, line 23 and col. 21, line 54 through col. 22, line 21); a unit 
calculating a distance between the measuring apparatus and the search object (see 
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col. 21, lines 8-30); a unit acquiring present position information of the measuring 
apparatus (see col. 8, lines 40-52 and col. 20, lines 46-59); and a unit transmitting the 
present position information and the distance information to the service device (see 
col. 8, line 63 through col. 9, line 23). 

Regarding claim 2, Martorana teaches all the limitations of claim 1 . In addition, 
Martorana teaches, measuring apparatus, further comprising: a unit transmitting radio 
waves receivable by the search object; and a unit receiving a response to the radio 
waves from the search object (see col. 22, line 1-21 and col. 23, line 7-31). 

Regarding claim 3, Martorana teaches all the limitations of claim 1. !n addition. 
Martorana teaches, measuring apparatus, wherein the search request contains 
information capable of specifying the request apparatus, and the unit transmitting the 
present position information and the distance information together with the specifiable 
information to the service device (see col. 22, lines 3-21 , col. 22, lines 48-66 and col. 
23, line 47 through col. 24, line 43). 

Regarding claim 4, Martorana teaches a service device for providing position 
information to a request apparatus requesting the position information of a search 
object (see col. 8, line 40 through col. 9, line 12 and col. 21 , line 54 through col. 22, 
line 21 and Fig .1 ; where a master radio 12 [i.e. reads on a service device] for 
providing information to a search device [i.e. the reference radios 14,16, 18 and 20 are 
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capable of serving as a search device, which reads on a request apparatus] 
requesting a position of a target device [i.e. reads on a search object]), comprising: a 
unit receiving, from a measuring apparatus for measuring a position of the search 
object, present position information of the measuring apparatus and information about 
a distance between the measuring apparatus making the measurement and the search 
object (see col. 8, lines 40-52, col. 20, lines 46-59 and col. 8, line 63 through col. 9, 
line 23); and a unit transmitting to the request apparatus the position information of the 
search object that has been calculated based on the present position information and 
the information about the distance to the search object (see col. 8, line 63 through col. 
9, line 23). 

Regarding claim 5, Martorana teaches a request apparatus provided with 
position information of a search object through a system including a service device for 
providing the position information of the search object and measuring apparatuses for 
reporting distances to the search object to the service device (see col. 4, lines 44-52, 
col. 7, lines 54-61, col. 7, line 66 through col. 8. line 5, col. 21, line 54 through col. 22, 
line 21 and Fig .1; where reference radios 14,16, 18 and 20 reads on a measuring 
apparatus cooperating with a master radio 12 [i.e. reads on a service device] for 
providing information to a search device [I.e. the reference radios 14,16, 18 and 20 are 
capable of serving as a search device, which reads on a request apparatus] 
requesting a position of a target device [i.e. reads on a search object]), comprising: a 
unit transmitting a search request for the position information of the search object to 
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the measuring apparatuses existing in the periphery of the self-apparatus (see col. 22, 
lines 1-54); and a unit receiving via the service device the position information of the 
search object that is based on the reports given from the measuring apparatuses (see 
col. 24, lines 14-42 and col. 8, line 40 through col. 9, line 23). 

Regarding claim 6, Martorana teaches all the limitations of claim 5. In addition, 
Martorana teaches, request apparatus, wherein the search request contains 
information capable of specifying the individual request apparatus and information for 
designating the search object, and the receiving unit receives the position information 
in accordance with the specifiable information (see col. 22, lines 3-21, col. 22, lines 
48-66 and col. 23, line 47 through col. 24, line 43). 

Regarding claims 8 and 14, Martorana teaches a storage medium that 
stored an executable-by- computer and a method executed by a apparatus 
cooperating with a service device for providing position information to a request 
apparatus requesting a position of a search object (see col. 4, lines 44-52, col. 7, 
lines 54-61, col. 7, line 66 through col. 8, line 5, col. 21, line 54 through col. 22, 
line 21, Figures 9-12 and Fig .1; where reference radios 14,16, 18 and 20 reads 
on a measuring apparatus cooperating with a master radio 12 [i.e. reads on a 
service device] for providing information to a search device [i.e. the reference 
radios 14,16, 18 and 20 are capable of serving as a search device, which reads 
on a request apparatus] requesting a position of a target device [i.e. reads on a 



Application/Control Number: 10/784.182 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2681 

search object]), comprising: accepting from the request apparatus a search 
request for searching the position of the search object (see col. 8, line 40 through 
col. 9, line 23 and coL 21 , line 54 through col. 22, line 21 ); transmitting radio 
waves receivable by the search object; receiving a response to the radio waves 
from the search object (see col. 22, line 1-21 and col. 23, line 7-31); calculating a 
distance between the apparatus and the search object from the response 
received (see col. 21, lines 8-30); acquiring present position information of the 
apparatus (see col. 8, lines 40-52 and col. 20, lines 46-59); and transmitting the 
present position information and the distance information to the service device 
(see col. 8, line 63 through col. 9, line 23). 

Regarding claim 9, Martorana teaches all the limitations of claim 8. In 
addition, Martorana teaches a position information measuring method, wherein 
the search request contains information capable of specifying the request 
apparatus, and transmitting the present position information and the distance 
information together with the specifiable information to the service device (see 
col. 22, lines 3-21, col. 22, lines 48-66 and col. 23, line 47 through col. 24, line 
43). 

Regarding claims 10 and 16, Martorana teaches a storage medium that 
stored an executable-by- computer and a method executed by a service device 
for providing position information to a request apparatus requesting the position 
information of a search object (see col. 8, line 40 through col. 9, line 12 and col. 
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21, line 54 through col. 22, line 21, Figures 9-12 and Fig .1; where a master 
radio 12 [i.e. reads on a service device] for providing information to a search 
device [i.e. the reference radios 14,16, 18 and 20 are capable of serving as a 
search device, which reads on a request apparatus] requesting a position of a 
target device [i.e. reads on a search object]) , comprising: receiving, from a 
measuring apparatus for measuring a position of the search object, present 
position information of the measuring apparatus and information about a distance 
between the measuring apparatus making the measurement and the search 
object (see col. 8, lines 40-52, col. 20, lines 46-59 and col. 8, line 63 through col. 
9, line 23); and transmitting to the request apparatus the position information of 
the search object that has been calculated based on the present position 
information and the information about the distance to the search object (see col. 
8, line 63 through col. 9, line 23). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 17, Martorana teaches a storage medium that 
stored an executable-by- computer and a method executed by a apparatus 
provided with position information of a search object through a system including 
a service device for providing the position information of the search object and 
measuring apparatuses for reporting distances to the search object to the 
service device (see col. 4, lines 44-52, col. 7, lines 54-61 , col. 7, line 66 through 
col. 8, line 5, col. 21, line 54 through col. 22, line 21 and Fig .1; where reference 
radios 14,16, 18 and 20 reads on a measuring apparatus cooperating with a 
master radio 12 [i.e. reads on a service device] for providing information to a 



Application/Control Number: 10/784,182 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2681 

search device [i.e. the reference radios 14,16, 18 and 20 are capable of serving 
as a search device, which reads on a request apparatus] requesting a position 
of a target device [i.e. reads on a search object]), comprising: transmitting a 
search request for the position information of the search object to the measuring 
apparatuses existing in the periphery of the self-apparatus (see col. 22, lines 1- 
54); and receiving via the service device the position information of the search 
object that is based on the reports given from the measuring apparatuses (see 
col. 24, lines 14-42 and col. 8, line 40 through col, 9, line 23). 

Regarding claims 12 and 18, Martorana teaches all the limitations of claims 
1 1 and 17. In addition, Martorana teaches a storage medium that stored an 
executable-by- computer and a position information measuring method, wherein 
the search request contains information capable of specifying the individual 
request apparatus and information for designating the search object, and 
receiving the position information in accordance with the specifiable information 
(see col. 22. lines 3-21, col. 22, lines 48-66 and col. 23, line 47 through col. 24, 
line 43). 

Regarding claim 15, Martorana teaches all the limitations of claim 13. In 
addition, Martorana teaches a position information measuring method, wherein 
the search request contains information capable of specifying the request 
apparatus, and transmitting the present position information and the distance 
information together with the specifiable information to the service device (see 
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col. 22. lines 3-21, col. 22, lines 48-66 and col. 23. line 47 through col. 24, line 
43). 

Regarding claims 7, 13 and 19, Martorana teaches all the limitations of claims 
5, 11 and 17. In addition, Martorana teaches a position information measuring 
method, further comprising receiving setting of a search object range in the periphery 
of the self-apparatus, controlling electromagnetic waves carrying the search request 
at a predetemriined receipt electric power level in the search object range (see co. 7, 
lines 54-61, col. 7, line 66 through col. 8, line 5, col. 8, line 65 through col. 9, line 12 
and col. 21, lines 8-47). 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kasapidis, U.S. Patent Number 6,882,852 discloses cellular telecommunications 
network. 

Yamamoto et al., U.S. Publication Number 2003/0109265 A1 discloses positional 
information providing apparatus communication terminal mobile communication terminal 
and positional information providing method. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony S. Addy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7795. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur 8:00am-6:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Anthony S. Addy 
September 30, 2005 
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